
104

(23) BREEDS AND STANDARDS COMMITTEE.

Committee Co-Chairs: Carla Bizzell and Melanie Morgan
Liaison to Board: Annette Wilson

List of Committee Members: Rachel Anger, Laurie Coughlan, Susan Cook Henry,
Julie Keyer and Sharon Roy

_____________________________________________________________________________

Brief Summation of Immediate Past Committee Activities:

Breed Council Ballots were received from Breed Council Secretaries, reviewed, formatted and
submitted to Central Office for further processing and issuance to Breed Council Members for
voting.

Current Happenings of Committee:

The Breeds and Standards Committee received a formal request from a Maine Coon Breed
Council Member concerning last year’s Breed Council Poll. The request pertains to Questions 1-
6 and 8 from the Poll which were reviewed and tabled by the Board in February. As the
questions are not scheduled to appear on the upcoming ballot, the requestor asks for the items to
be “untabled” so that a final decision can be reached concerning these items. Additional
information, consisting of the original request and the relevant Board Minutes from the
February 2014 Maine Coon Ballot discussion are attached at the end of the report.

Future Projections for Committee:

Ballots will be issued to Breed Council Members (either via mail or Classmarker software).

Board Action Items:

Vote on Maine Coon Ballot Questions 1-6 and 8 which were tabled at the February 2014 Board
Meeting.

Time Frame:

Ballots will be issued by the end of October, with voting concluded at December 15, 2014.

What Will be Presented at the Next Meeting:

Breed Council Ballot results.

Respectfully Submitted,
Carla Bizzell and Melanie Morgan, Co-Chairs

Hannon: Here we are, Breeds and Standards. Wilson: There’s only one action item on
here. A member of the Maine Coon Breed Council who is running for Breed Council Secretary
asked that the board vote on the Maine Coon ballot questions 1-6 and 8 which were tabled at the
February 2014 board meeting. All of the detail is attached. I’m sure you’ve all read it. Hannon:
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And? Do you want to elaborate on what you want us to do? Wilson: What I want you to do?
Hannon: What is the Breeds and Standards Committee asking us to do? Are there action items?
Wilson: The action item is to vote on the Maine Coon ballot questions 1-6. Do you want to know
what I think we should do? Hannon: You can go ahead and give me yours and then I’ll give the
board mine. Go ahead. Wilson: OK. I think they should follow the instructions we gave them in
February. Hannon: Which is to poll this year. Wilson: Right. Well, was it this year? <yes>
Hannon: And the Breed Council Secretary refused to put it on the ballot, which means the only
way to get it on the ballot is for the board to intervene and tell her to put it on the ballot. Now,
there are those who want us to vote now on last year’s ballot and there are those who want us to
say, poll again and let us have 2 years’ worth of input.

Eigenhauser: I’m going to say, my opinion on this has actually changed since February.
In February, I was more concerned about the process. I thought the Maine Coon Breed Council
behaved very poorly in having their discussion on the list on this. There was a lot of unnecessary
shouting. But, now I think there are substantive issues that we have not addressed. I’m going to
try to be good. About a year and a half ago, I lost a cat for no apparent reason when she was
nursing her kittens. We couldn’t figure out what it was. We got a replacement cat out of similar
lines and we discovered from the breeder that they discovered something new. PK Deficiency,
which I asked Roger about a second ago, is now showing up in Maine Coon lines in other
associations. Both the parents of my cat had it, and so it’s likely that’s what she died of. I have
tested half a dozen cats now – 4 from CFA lines, 2 from another association. It’s 0 for 4 on the
CFA lines, it’s 2 for 2 in the other association. Hannon: You are tying this into this ballot issue,
right? Eigenhauser: How does a lethal Abyssinian gene get into the Maine Coon gene pool? I
would like to ask, because my experts on PK Disease are Norm and Martha. Hannon: They may
not speak. Eigenhauser: I would like to direct a question to them. Hannon: I will not let you.
Eigenhauser: Then I challenge the chair on that. Wait, no. A challenge to the chair takes
priority. A board member has the right to inquire for relevant information that may be applicable
to a board discussion, and that is an incorrect ruling on the part of the chair and I challenge the
chair. DelaBar: She is not a veterinarian. Hannon: They have asked to speak and we have told
them through the Secretary that neither side may address the board, that traditionally it is board
members and committee chairs that address the board, February being an exception with the
Breed Council Secretaries. Eigenhauser: But the board members may ask questions. Raymond:
He can ask the question, they can answer the question, but they can’t make a speech. Hannon:
Ask your question. Eigenhauser: I have a little trouble talking about this. I would like you to tell
the board the Reader’s Digest version of what is PK Deficiency.

Martha Auspitz: To the best of our knowledge, PK Deficiency is a form of hemolytic
anemia. I believe about 10-12 years ago it was first discovered in Somalis. Several affected
Somalis – affected meaning they actually had the disease and died. You can be clear of it, you
can be a carrier or you can be affected. If you breed a clear to a carrier, you can get both, and they
do have a PCR test now developed. Abyssinians and Somalis worked together and developed this
test. If you breed clear to clear, you only get clear cats and they will not even carry the disease,
but you do have to begin your testing and completely test everyone. You can breed clear to a
carrier and get both. You can breed two carriers together and you will only either get carriers or
affected cats, so if for instance you are working with lines that have used Abyssinians or Somalis
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in your background and you have never tested, in fact, you don’t know what you have unless you
do the testing. So, obviously if George lost cats, he would have had to have bred at least two
carriers together. I’m not sure from what we know and have seen and talked to people that’s had
affected cats, if they would have lived actually long enough to produce litters, but obviously they
can. It seems like more Somalis succumb to the disease than Abys, but they do. I would just like
to say one other issue that if lines have imported Abyssinians or Somalis, and the Maine Coons
have to my knowledge never tested for this, would be blood typing issues. It used to be said
through the Winn Foundation that Maine Coons, I think Siamese, one or two other breeds
basically had only A blood type. Abyssinians have basically 25% or so B blood and that’s
another health or cattery management issue, but that’s kind of how it works with the PK
Deficiency.

Eigenhauser: I would like to conclude this by saying that there’s a paper from 2012 by
Leslie Lyons where she is now recommending Maine Coons be routinely tested for the PK
Deficiency gene, so I would really like to see – the new incoming Breed Council Secretary is
going to put it on the ballot the first chance she gets. I don’t see that putting it on this year is
really giving the breed council enough time to cool down and to think this out. I think a lot of
people have their heads in the sand about some of the negative health effects that may be coming
in, so I would be happy to just let her put it on the ballot next year, but let’s please have one quiet
year on this.

Brown: Part of the argument is related to an earlier paper that was published in 2006 that
placed the ticked and the agouti on the same locus, on the same chromosome. In 2010, the
O’Brien Group came out with a remapping and they found out the agouti gene is on one
chromosome, the ticked is on a totally different chromosome, and mackerel is on a third one, so
you’ve got ticked, agouti, mackerel all on different chromosomes. That doesn’t mean that they
are going to carry all these things that everybody is talking about with them, just because the
locus on one chromosome is there and it’s on a totally different chromosome. That’s part of the
misunderstanding. Just to finish up, the cat has 20,000 genes. We’re talking just about one gene
out of 20,000. They have 38 chromosomes, 250 heritable diseases and I think it’s wrong to
associate one disease from a totally different locus probably on a different chromosome, to
ticked. I think that’s what we have to do in our thinking is separate these things. They are not all
inter-linked.

DelaBar: PK Deficiency is found in many more breeds than just Abyssinian and Somali.
Hannon: In breeds without the ticked? DelaBar: Yes, yes. Hannon: So, it’s not necessarily
attributed to the ticked. DelaBar: No, like Siamese. Anger: Cornish Rex. Brown: Dogs.
Miniature Schnauzers. I saw it in hundreds. DelaBar: It’s not a breed-specific disease, it’s not a
pattern disease, it is a disease that breeds have not tested for until things have started coming up.
I must admit, in Europe they do a lot more testing than we do in the United States. One, all cats
have to be microchipped. We have a European passport which has all of our vaccinations, all the
vet checks, everything is in this European passport. For my Norwegians, I have to mandatory test
for GSD4 [Glycogen Storage Disease Type IV]. On the Maine Coons, yes, we can check for
HCM from the German lab, but it doesn’t mean anything because there are so many different
factors on the Maine Coon HCM that basically we’re throwing money at the lab in Germany.
We’ve got to look at this from a smart way in dealing with the health factor. As far as blood type,
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I’ve had several Maine Coons with AB blood type. It breeds as A, but it is AB blood type. You
know something? Those cats were just as healthy as any other cat. So, I’ll save other comments
and pass to Ginger.

Meeker: I was curious to know if this disease was linked to a pattern. In my genetic
research, I have never seen a color or pattern linked with a specific disease. There are lots of
breeds that have ticked, and my understanding is, it’s one of the 4 naturally occurring tabby
patterns. Since the Maine Coon is a naturally occurring breed, I would think that someplace the
ticked would have been there and possibly overshadowed by other colors. As far as the blood
group goes, the British was one of the first breeds to establish the blood typing problem. At one
point, we were about 50/50, but 25% of that 50% A were actually ABs and it brought in a whole
series of breeding dilemmas that my cattery that started out all A is now 90% B. It’s how you
choose to breed, and if you understand you can breed around the blood typing problems. While
that can be a lethal breeding issue, it doesn’t have to be if you test your cats and you breed
appropriately.

Wilson: What the board told the Maine Coon breed council last year was to use the
CATS registry. That’s what we told the Maine Coon breed council – to cool off and to record
these cats in CATS. Unfortunately, until August this year, they were told that they couldn’t
record them in CATS, so we have some in there now, because the idea was, how many of these
are there? Put your money where your mouth is. If you want to register them, then show us by
recording them so we can get some numbers. So, I think personally – not as the liaison to the
Breeds and Standards Committee – that we should have them do what they were told to do and
record the cats. If you put this on the ballot now, there really isn’t going to be any discussion
because the ballot will be out there. There’s no opportunity for additional discussion. When the
current Breed Council Secretary said she wasn’t going to put it on the ballot, that did away with
any discussion, so if we wait and have them ballot it next year, they will then have time to
discuss through the year and maybe come up with something they can live with.

Fellerman: About 38 years ago, I was visiting friends in Mississippi in the middle of
nowhere. I found a little kitten under a crawl space, cleaned her up and took her home. She was a
ticked tabby semi-longhair. I have a picture of her hanging in my kitten room. Guaranteed, her
mom never came within 100 miles of an Abyssinian ever. She came by that ticked pattern quite
naturally. The Maine Coon I believe did, too. As for spotted tabbies, you don’t even want me to
go there, because I’m sure you’ve read a lot of my arguments about spotted tabbies in Persians
and how I feel about that. They’re there. We’re not registering them as spotted because there’s no
way to do so at this point, so they’re registered as mackerels and they are shown as mackerels. I
can show you pictures of them, and they are spotted, let me tell you. But, who is going to register
a beautiful cat as an AOV and not be able to show it to a win if it’s got the type, just because
there’s nowhere to show it? I feel the same way with these Maine Coons. They came by this
color naturally. Back in 1995 at a board meeting, there was a motion by Joan Miller that said,
Miller moved that the board go on record that if a color can be produced within the existing
gene pool of the breed, they may be accepted without meeting former criteria. Motion Carried.
One person voting no. I also have here CFA registration papers dated 1991, brown ticked tabby
Maine Coon male. So, somebody registered this cat. They’ve been around. Maybe I’m wrong, but
I thought the breed council voted 60% and we should just either ratify it or not, without going
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any further. It is what it is. I know there’s discussion, as you know, with the chocolate and lilac
smokes. It was tight and there were people that said, “our ballots got lost and we would have
voted no”, but it is what it is. That’s it.

Calhoun: There’s a lot of history behind this and a lot of things that have occurred. I
would like to hear – and I’m not going to pretend to be an expert in genetics, but I know there’s
been a lot of mention about the history of the ticked gene. I would like to give Martha an
opportunity to speak to that a little bit, because that’s a question that I have. The other thing that I
would like to have this board think about is that this is the sort of thing, this is a bell if it’s rung it
cannot be unrung. It’s a very, very big issue and you need to make sure that we’re making the
proper decision with all the information that’s feasible. Once we decide, if we decide it, that that
pattern can be accepted, there’s no going back. Hannon: My reluctance to let somebody speak is,
both sides wanted to address us this weekend and we told both sides they couldn’t. The other side
is not represented here because we told them we were not going to let them speak. It seems unfair
to that side to say, since Martha showed up, we’re going to let Martha speak. If she had shown
up, we would have let the other party speak. Calhoun: That was a decision that she made. She
made the decision to stay home. Hannon: I’m sorry? Calhoun: If there’s another side and the
fact that people wouldn’t be allowed, they made the decision not to come. Hannon: Because
they were told they couldn’t speak and it’s unfair to them to say, “oh, we changed our mind so
we’re going to let Martha speak.” Calhoun: But we still as board members can ask questions.
That option hasn’t gone away. DelaBar: We need to be a board.

Eigenhauser: A couple of things. First of all, I’m not disagreeing with Roger. I
understand that they may not be on the same chromosome. What I’m saying is, when you
outcross with another cat to bring something in your breed, you don’t bring in one chromosome,
you bring in a whole market basket of things. Meeker: That’s why you test. Eigenhauser: That
seems to be the way this came in. It does seem to be more prevalent, but I want to correct some
disinformation that’s been thrown out here today that it’s common in the Cornish Rex or the
Siamese or other breeds. Leslie Lyons did a broad, across-the-breed set of studies to see where
it’s showing up, and out of 46 Cornish Rex the incidence was zero. Out of 457 Siamese, the
incidence was zero. So, no, it’s not showing up in every breed. It’s primarily showing up in
breeds that have used Abyssinians as an outcross, that have used Bengals as outcrosses – it seems
to be very common in Bengals for some reason – and it’s popping up in a few other places that
don’t make sense at all. Maine Coon is one of the places it’s popping up that doesn’t make sense
at all. When you’ve got something like that, you’ve got to look for a cause. There’s usually a
cause. When you’ve got two breeds that have a gene that can be identified from the same test, it’s
likely that gene has a common source.

Ganoe: I have a couple things that I’ve made notes that I want to make points on. A point
for everyone to know, I was not in favor in February of kicking this can down the road. It has
come to roost and we’re looking at kicking it again. I’m still not in favor of kicking the can down
the road. We should make an up or down vote one way or the other, not telling anybody how they
have to vote. Secondly, my primary breed is the Korat. We had a deadly genetic disease. I use the
past tense advisedly. Worldwide, we tested and eliminated it from the gene pool. It was GM
Gangliosidosis and we eliminated it. It is not impossible to eliminate by testing and breeding
around. We did not lose a single line, and you’ve got to realize that the Korat is a lot smaller
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gene pool than the Maine Coon. We didn’t lose a line. The third point I want to make is, I don’t
see genetics driving our registration policy. We register what we want phenotypically. We have
anecdotal evidence, and I believe the ticked tabby is present in the domestic population from
which the Maine Coon sprang, so I believe the ticked tabby is part of the natural breed. I do not
want to make a decision based on genetics in an isolated incident.

DelaBar: Again, back on genetics. If you’ve got shaded, you’re going to get ticked. The
board flipping this back to the breed council was a way to avoid making a decision. In no way
did this board ever ask the American Shorthair people to register their ticked tabbies in CATS. I
am very intimately acquainted with the CATS program, because I was one of the people that
developed it. So, I know what we were doing, but we never asked the American Shorthair people.
It just took them forever to get that 60% vote. We had the 60% vote with the Maine Coon
council. The board chose not to address it, based upon whatever. But, it’s there, it’s part of the
population, you’ve got the colors that produce the ticked tabbies. As long as we’ve got shaded
Maine Coons, we’re going to end up somewhere down the line with a ticked Maine Coon, and it
doesn’t develop from having an Abyssinian. Why anyone on God’s green Earth would want to
put an Abyssinian into a Maine Coon breeding program is way beyond me. I’m sorry, I’ve lost
cats to PK Deficiency and they were Siamese. Be that as it may, George, I’m sorry that you lost
your cat. I’ve had other horrible things happen with my cats, but it does not color and put doubt
on a whole section of a breed. And yes, I do see these quite often in Europe.

Anger: On the UC Davis website, they list the breeds with the highest frequency that the
PK Deficiency is found. Nowhere in there is the Ocicat, which the Abyssinian is a parent breed
of. A few breeds that show very low frequency, Oriental Shorthair. I bred ticked tabby Oriental
Shorthairs for years. At least, at this point it is a known concern for people who are interested in
working with the ticked tabbies, to test for. As far as them registering in the CATS program, one
of the many emails that we received answered that question why the breeders didn’t want to do
that, since August, since they have had the opportunity to do that. They are fearful that CFA is
going to rescind all of their registrations and pedigrees back many generations. They are afraid to
do that. It’s something that the board left very open ended and did not explain. There’s also an
email in here that clearly lists different catteries and how many ticked tabbies they have that will
come forward. There is obviously some interest out there. I’m not particularly interested in
working with ticked tabby Maine Coons, but if it’s something that is in our gene pool, then it’s a
part of our history that cannot be denied.

Schreck: I had the comment about the Ocicats. Obviously, the Abyssinians were a
foundation breed to the Ocicats, so if it is indeed linked to the Abyssinians, wouldn’t it be in the
Ocicats then by now? That was one of the 3 breeds that was used in order to produce the Ocicats,
and it isn’t there. So, that’s my statement, that Rachel already confirmed.

Calhoun: I would just like to have a better understanding about the registration in CATS,
because I’m hearing that they were told that they could not register these cats in that registry, and
now I hear that they were afraid to do it because there would be repercussions and they would
have to go and clean up the pedigrees. I think one way or another, the pedigrees will need to be
cleaned up anyway. Hannon: Verna, do you want to address – we didn’t allow the cats to be
recorded in CATS and then we decided we would. Dobbins: I guess it was decided at the
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February board meeting that they could be. Hannon: No, they always could be. Dobbins: The
staff was not aware of that. Hannon: We encouraged them to use the existing process. Dobbins:
When I went to the staff after Annette contacted me, they did not know that it was allowed. So,
as of August is when we started allowing it. Hannon: When Annette made it clear to you, and
you made it clear to the staff, they started recording. Dobbins: Yes, and there are 3. Meeker:
There’s 23. Dobbins: In CATS? Meeker: That’s what I was told. There are 23 registered ticked
tabby Maine Coons. Dobbins: I will double check that.

Ganoe: Do we have a motion on the floor at all? Anger: No. Ganoe: I’m making a
motion that we reconsider the board’s action in February. Hannon: What are you saying? Do you
want to untable it? Ganoe: I want to untable it. Fellerman: Second. Hannon: Which would
mean that we would vote today on what the Maine Coon breed council voted on last year. Is there
any discussion on Dennis’ motion? Mastin: When would this go in effect, should it be
approved? Ganoe: This is just to reconsider the motion. We haven’t voted on the ballot items
yet. Mastin: OK. Hannon: Seeing no further discussion, I’m going to call for the motion. This is
just to reconsider. It’s not to vote on the issue, it’s just to bring it back. All those in favor of
allowing us to vote on the issue today.

Hannon called the motion. Motion Carried. Calhoun, Krzanowski and Eigenhauser
voting no.

Hannon: I thought you were against it. Wilson: I thought we were just going to put it
back on the table. Ganoe: Yeah. This was just to reconsider the February action.

Hannon: Now we need another motion. DelaBar: I’ll move to consider the ballots that
passed by 60% on the Maine Coon ballot. Hannon: Is there a second? Meeker: I’ll second.
Hannon: Is there any discussion? Wilson: There are 4 things to discuss here – one is to register
the colors individually and one is to actually include them for championship status. I have a
problem with – I know you differ, and you think that if a color occurs it should be magic. I just
want to say that Joan Miller said they may be. She didn’t say they have to be. I think when we
have issues like this where a color was disqualified – disqualified in a breed standard, that there
was a reason that the breed wanted to do that for a long period of time, so I think we need to
follow the matrix. I would only be in favor of registering, not in favor of actually showing.
Hannon: Should we break it down then? Wilson: There are different ballots. Ganoe: Yeah,
different ballot items. We need to do them each individually. Hannon: What was your motion?

[transcript goes to ballot items which were tabled in February 2014]

Formal Request from Maine Coon Breed Council Member

DATE: September 12, 2014
TO: Melanie Morgan & Carla Bizzell - CO-Chairs Breed & Standards Committee
FROM: Trudie Allen, Candidate for Maine Coon Cat Breed Council Secretary 2015-16
RE: Request to CFA Board of Directors

Dear Melanie and Carla,
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I would like to ask you, as Breed & Standards Co-Chairs, to petition the CFA Board of Directors
at their October 2014 Meeting to bring up from the table and ratify the 2013 Maine Coon Cat
Ballot items that were placed on the tabled during the February 2014 Board Meeting. If this is
not the correct protocol for making this request, please advise me how it should be handled.

I believe you are aware that approximately 25% (around 30 members) of the 2014 Maine Coon
Cat Breed Council submitted a written request in July to Alexis Mitchell, current MC Breed
Council Secretary, asking her to place several questions regarding the acceptance of ticked
tabby Maine Coon Cats on the 2014 ballot. This would have been the second year in a row this
topic would have appeared on our ballot. The newly proposed questions were very similar to the
questions that appeared on the 2013 ballot. On August 19, Alexis notified the group (via email
list) that she would not be putting anything on the ballot this year.

This same group of MCBC members then asked me, the only candidate for BCS next term, if I
would be willing to act as their spokesperson and contact CFA's Breed & Standards Co-Chairs
requesting the B&S committee to petition CFA's Board of Directors regarding this situation.

After serious consideration, we agreed the most reasonable option is to request the Board to
“bring up from the table” the 2013 Maine Coon Cat Ballot results that passed by the required
percentage, but were tabled by the BOD in February 2014. Those items are: (See Feb. 2014
BOD Minutes)

#1.Ticked Tabby Registration Rights
#2. Spotted Tabby Registration Rights
#3. Add Ticked Tabby pattern description
#4. Remove Ticked Tabby from DQ section of the Maine Coon Cat Standard
#5. Add Ticked Tabby to AOV
#8. Changes to wording in OMCC color class

In addition to tabling these ballot results, the BOD passed a motion allowing Ticked & Spotted
Tabby Maine Coon Cats to be recorded in the CATS database. Their stated purpose for this
action was to help identify the numbers of cats under discussion for potential CFA registration.
It was suggested that breeders record their ticked or spotted tabby Maine Coons in that
database.

In preparation for making this request to the Board, you asked me to follow up on the CATS
program and provide you with information on the status of recording ticked (or spotted) tabby
Maine Coons in CATS. What I have found is, in general, there is a lot of confusion,
misinformation and/or paranoia regarding the use of the CATS database.

First, I was told by one MCBC member that she personally contacted central office in early
March 2014 with questions regarding entering her ticked tabby Maine Coons in CATS. She was
told, by Donna Jean Thompson, that there were “problems with the CATS program” and that
they (central office) were not entering any cats into the program until those issues were resolved.
I do not know if this person ever followed up, but I do know she shared the information from
Donna Jean with other breed council members at that time.
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During that same time period (Feb/Apr 2014), word had spread of a protest filed against two
Maine Coon Cat breed council members regarding registration fraud (which was undecided
until July 2014). That situation caused concern among breeders that any cats recorded in CATS
as ticked tabbies could expose their feline relatives to questions regarding the legality of their
CFA registration. (NOTE: The current rules of registration do not allow for registration of any
Maine Coon Cat with a ticked tabby relative appearing within the five generation pedigree.)
Whether this fear is real or imagined, it caused serious concern by breeders about submitting
information on their ticked cats/kittens to the CATS database. Nobody wanted to be responsible
for harming any other breeder's ability to register their non-ticked tabby cats/kittens in CFA.

There is also a group of reputable CFA Maine Coon Cat breeders, including breed council
members, that stated they felt insulted that they were being asked to “record” their Pedigreed
Maine Coon cats/kittens in the CATS database, which was created for non-pedigreed cats. Their
attitude was and is, “These are Pedigreed Maine Coon Cats and welcome in most registries
worldwide. We find it belittling to our cats & breeding programs be told to list them in a
database intended for non-pedigreed cats!” There is also the issue of limited resources (i.e.
spending $10.00 to record their pedigreed cat in CATS only to be required to spend another
$20.00 to transfer the cat if it is eventually accepted in CFA.)

Finally, I personally called CFA on 9/12/14 and spoke to Judy in Central Office, registration
dept. I asked her specifically about the CATS database and who was the best person to speak to,
she said she could answer my questions. I asked if she could tell me how many (if any) ticked
tabbies had been recorded in the database so far. She told me ticked tabbies are not allowed and
they do not register them, not even in CATS. I then explained to her the situation and that the
BOD had suggested last February that ticked tabby Maine Coons Cats should be recorded in
CATS. She stated again that they were not allowed, period. I explained again why I was calling
and asked if anyone else contacting CFA would have been given the same information she had
given me. She assured me they would have been politely told they could not register or record
their ticked tabby Maine Coon Cats in CATS and she assured me that as far as she knew there
were no ticked tabby Maine Coons in the database.

Given this information, I feel it is safe to say that the CATS program has not been used to record
ticked tabby Maine Coons s the Board had hoped. However, if it is data that is desired
concerning the number of ticked tabby Maine Coon Cats that could potentially be registered in
CFA, I can certainly try to compile some information regarding the numbers of ticked tabby
Maine Coon Cat/Kittens that are registered in TICA. In fact, many of the ticked tabby
cats/kittens currently being registered in other organizations are being registered by breeders
that are also actively registering and/or showing in CFA, several are long-standing Maine Coon
Cat Breed Council Members. In addition, I may be able to obtain numbers of Maine Coon Cats
listed in the PawPeds database as ticked tabbies, if that information would be helpful to the
Board. I would be happy to attempt to compile whatever information the Board would find useful
in making their decision on this important matter to our breed.

In closing, I sincerely hope that you will submit the necessary information to CFA's Board of
Directors at their October Meeting and requesting them to act on the 2013 Maine Coon Ballot
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items. If you have any questions or need clarification please contact me at trudie@trutails.com
or by phone at 970-482-3832.

Respectfully submitted,
Trudie Allen

Rebuttal from Breed Council Secretary

To the Board of Directors

I am unable to address you in person at this Board meeting due to a previous commitment for my
granddaughter’s birthday. It has come to my attention the items left unresolved from the MCBC
ballot last year are being addressed at this meeting. Martha Auspitz, the previous MCBC
secretary, has offered to read my address to the Board in my absence and to field any questions
any of the Board members may have before making a decision.

The items before you pertain to the registration of the ticked tabby pattern in Maine Coon Cats.
This is a pattern that has not been recognized in our standard since its inception in CFA. The
pattern was addressed in the 90’s and it was voted on by MCBC members to DQ the pattern, as
well as other evidence of hybridization.

This issue has now come up due to the increased numbers of ticked tabbies in today’s breeding
programs, most likely due to the use of these patterns in breeding programs from other
associations and the inability to register this pattern in CFA due to the pattern being put on the
“DO Not Register” list about 10 years ago.

This is an extremely heated subject that has caused argument, hostility, disrespect and
divisiveness within our Breed Council. This behavior is unacceptable and is extremely
detrimental to our breed and to our Council. I believe any issue that can cause this much
upheaval must be dealt with by education, discussion and ultimately, a resolution we can all live
with. We are not there yet. As was discussed at the Board Meeting when our ballot came up, it
was evident to our then CFA president this was an internal argument and the Board was being
used to resolve the issue. Clearly, we are not a unified front to pass these items regardless of the
ballot results. The voting was felt, by some, the result of voting by a manipulated membership.
During discussions on the MCBC list, some breeders who joined for this voting period stated
they had no intention of moving to or showing in CFA. This became suspect to other members as
being an attempt to sway the vote and, if you look at the results and take into consideration how
many actually voted, it did.

There are many breeders who have voiced their concern regarding the actions surrounding the
ticked tabby registration that ultimately lead to a file of documented instances of Maine Coon
Cats registered as ticked tabbies in one association and classic, shaded or mackerel in CFA.
These practices are unacceptable to most breeders. Whatever the reason or direction to falsely
register a cat/kitten as something it is not, does not negate the fact that the instructions on a
registration slip state the information contained on it is true and any misrepresentation is cause
for cancellation and may result in loss of all CFA privileges. It has been made clear by those
who have participated in this practice, there is no intention of correcting any of these
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registrations stating registrations would be correct from now on if they get what they ask for.
Recently I was made aware of a licensed CFA cattery advertising “CFA registered ticked
tabbies” on their website. This breeder actually sold a 1200.00 kitten to a couple ready to show
in CFA. The kitten was already registered at the time of sale as a brown classic tabby with white
but, this kitten was clearly a black ticked tabby with white. The couple showed me the pedigree of
this kitten that had the dam registered as a brown patched tabby and that same cat was on the
breeder’s website as a ticked tabby. Quite frankly, I find it reprehensible to put false information
on a registration slip. It is an act of complete disregard and disrespect for our breed, our
breeders and our association. This last example also shows disregard for unsuspecting pet
buyers who wanted to show in CFA and were taken advantage of simply for the sale of a 1200.00
kitten.

It was suggested by a Board Member when this was last being discussed these cats be registered
on CATS to give CFA, the board and our breeders some indication of what we are dealing with.
As of this date, no one that I am aware of has chosen to follow this advice. Instead there is a
demand to vote this through now. It is for these reasons I cannot support these items at this time.
I have suggested the registration of these cats contingent with the correction of their pedigrees.
It is a concern to me without that, pedigrees will continue to be unreliable. A question also arises
as to any registrations to come of ticked kittens/cats that are products of cats registered in CFA
as something that could not produce one as I understand this to be a dominant gene or has been
suggested to be a co-dominant gene in which case is not clearly understood.

My suggestion to the Board as MCBC secretary is to give these items back to the MCBC for
further discussion and resolution that can be supported by our membership without ill will and
divisiveness among us. As a CFA licensed Maine Coon Cat breeder licensed exclusively in CFA
for nearly 30 years, I suggest the Board of Directors respect the rules of registration and
pedigrees of CFA by at least attempting to deal with or help us deal with the problems
surrounding this issue which first and foremost is the honesty and integrity of our Maine Coon
Cat registrations.

I sincerely thank the Board, both those newly elected and experienced members for your time
and consideration in this matter.

Respectfully submitted,
Alexis Mitchell
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Excerpt between asterisks from the February 2014 Executive Board Meeting Minutes:

* * * * *

MAINE COON

Breed Council Secretary: Alexis Mitchell – Topeka, Kansas
Total Members: 122
Ballots Received: 86

Anger: Next is the Maine Coon breed council ballot. We have the Maine Coon Breed Council
secretary here, Alexis Mitchell. We are going to consider all of the proposals here except 6 and 7. The
beginning of ballot, proposals 1 through 8, are the ticked/spotted proposals and 9 through 12 are the
patched tabby proposals. Did you have a statement? Mitchell: I do have a statement. I want to thank the
board for hearing me today. The ballot passed, but there is a lot of controversy around it. It was a close
vote. I have a written statement, if it’s OK if I read it. It takes about 10 minutes. Is that acceptable?
Hamza: Go ahead.

Thank you for this opportunity to address the Board.

Though there are passionate arguments on both sides of our ballot issues, this year’s
ballot was surrounded by controversy. In 2012 we attempted a ballot item to clarify the
DQ of the ticked and spotted tabbies. The votes indicated our membership in favor of
this but there was question about how the proposal was written and certain wording as
well as controversy over missing ballots and not enough discussion prior to the ballot.
After the fact, discussions started about ticked and spotted tabbies on our MCBC list. In
an attempt to be fair and be sure all members were contacted, in the Fall of 2012 I
personally sent out a poll via US mail to all MCBC members to see if there was interest
in pursuing the ticked tabby issue further. I received 66 responses out of 104 members. I
asked the members if there was interest in the ticked and spotted tabby. There were 33
no votes, meaning no interest and 32 yes votes but of the 32 yes votes, 15 of them had
unfavorable written comments that they should NOT be accepted. My impression was 48
total no votes of the 66. I did not feel the issue warranted further action, but discussion
continued on the list and consisted of the same small group of members.

Despite efforts to form our own breeds and standards committee to research and educate
our entire Breed Council on these issues prior to them being put onto a ballot, a group
of breeders chose to write and submit proposals to the CFA Breeds and Standards
committee at the same time they sent them to me. There was no prior knowledge on my
part of their intentions. CFA Breeds and Standards also sent me a copy on the same day
they received it to be sure I was aware of it. The breeders argued it was to get it done
because it was not getting done. I did not understand their actions or the urgency on
their part.

After the proposals were submitted, whether or not to include them on this year’s ballot
was cause for further controversy due to the issues that came to light during discussions
on our MCBC list and in show halls regarding the items. I had originally decided not to
put the items on the ballot. My decision was not accepted as is. I was sent personal nasty
emails, I was berated if I can use that term on our MCBC list after all, it is a public
forum. Though I do not support most of these items as being what is best for our breed at
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this time, I was convinced to add the ballot items as part of my responsibility as the voice
of our members, regardless of how many or how few, to the Board of Directors. This
ballot and the results are now in your hands.

I am aware the Board members have received numerous letters both pro and con for
consideration before a vote. As recently as Thursday, I received a report on tabby
genetics that was sent to the Board members that I have been asked to present to you by
those in favor of our ballot’s ratification. This same report was submitted by someone
opposed during discussions prior to the proposals being submitted. As has been the case
in most of the discussions regarding the acceptance of ticked and/or spotted tabbies,
information and reports are spun by either side to convince those who do not fully
understand them to see it their way. This, in itself, is an indication to me that this
information is not clearly understood by anyone yet. The report itself indicates the issue
is being worked on and there is still much to be done. It is ongoing research. Though it
has been suggested to me how to present this, here is how I see it. There is a ticked gene
in cats. The ticked gene is a co-dominant gene that is passed along seen or unseen. This
gene is either turned on or off depending on the rest of the genes present in the cat. If it
is off and is a tabby, it is classic or mackerel. If it is on from one parent there is a ticked
pattern resembling ticked patterns of the Oriental with strong tabby markings on face,
legs and tail. If the gene is on from both parents less tabby markings are seen like the
Abyssinian ticked.

Hamza: Alexis, can I ask you where this comes from? Mitchell: Did you not get the – Hamza: I
mean, where is the science behind this? I got it, but – Hannon: For the record, because I’ve gotten both
sides of the story. Mitchell: Defining and Mapping Mammalian Coat Pattern Genes: Multiple Genomic
Regions Implicated in Domestic Cat Stripes and Spots, copyright 2010 by the Genetics Society of
America. Hannon: That’s what we needed for the record, because people reading the minutes haven’t
read the letters that came in to the board members. Hamza: Go ahead.

The spotted gene is a modifier that breaks up another tabby gene. There are no tests
available for these genes commercially. Is there a difference between a ticked tabby and
a classic or mackerel that ticks out with age? Right or wrong, with that being said,
breeds came to be accepted as particular breeds with standards written that describe
characteristics including acceptable colors and patterns for that breed. The breeds came
to be perfected or “established” by what was bred in and what was bred out to produce
the current examples we have today. The Maine Coon Cat is no exception. The ticked
tabby has never been an acceptable pattern described in our standard. The Board should
have received a letter from Gail Frew, a previous BC secretary from 1995-2004 who has
given a history of the absence and eventual official disqualification of the ticked tabby in
1997. This became part of our standard, with an overwhelming vote to omit any evidence
of hybridization in our breed including Abyssinian type, pointed patterns and resulting
colors. At that time breeders had a standard to follow that would mean omitting the
ticked tabby from our breed. Clearing up and perfecting desired patterns eventually was
addressed with the inclusion of giving a point value to the color and pattern in our
standard. Our ballot items include the acceptance of ticked and spotted tabbies into our
standard. Passing this brings characteristics into our breed that were established as
undesirable characteristics in the Maine Coon Cat we have in CFA today. Founders of
our breed felt classic and mackerel tabby patterns best represented our breed and were
the patterns included as acceptable in the standard. Ticked tabby Maine Coon Cats are
not part of the CFA Maine Coon Cat standard and never have been and should not have
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been perpetuated in a CFA breeding program. Doing so would produce cats/kittens
unacceptable for registration which, in turn, would cause the MCBC and BOD to change
our standard for them which is what we are being asked to do now.

A suggestion that acceptance of these patterns would increase registration revenue for
CFA has not been proven by any of the previous accepted colors/patterns of other breeds
that have used the same argument. As far as exhibiting, other association shows that
accept these patterns do not have any more total entries on a weekend as a CFA show.
They average about 150 entries and they register not only these MC patterns but, other
breeds we do not recognize. I do not believe this is a valid argument to warrant
changing the standard of our established breed.

Rationale for most of these items includes the importance of the accuracy of the CFA
pedigree. I am particularly concerned with this as the very rationale states “breeders
choosing to use a ticked tabby in their breeding program may use a generic ‘tabby’ or
even solid or mackerel to get their cats registered in order to continue showing progeny
from those lines”. I simply do not understand any argument that suggests dishonesty and
the risk of putting the integrity of the CFA pedigree in jeopardy.

Further rationale includes the difficulty to work with cats from other Associations due to
the requirement of the 5 generation pedigree being free of what is not acceptable for
registration in CFA. Licensing a cattery in CFA requires the breeder to know the rules
and abide by them. If the ticked tabby is that important to a breeder’s program, they
need to adjust the program accordingly and realize they will not be able to register or
show a cat/kitten that is not an accepted color/pattern. Recent discussion regarding
generational registering on the Breed Council Secretaries’ list included a post that
stated, “In the past, the basic consensus was that if you had a cat with a CFA pedigree
that you had something that was meaningful since CFA breeders work hard to make sure
that they do not devalue the validity of their pedigree”. Our ballot rationale that
includes the encouragement of working across associations for whatever reasons
including importing, numbers, revenue, diversity, outcrosses etc… was also addressed in
the same BC secretary discussions where it was further stated, “upholding generational
requirements does not preclude one from introducing imports/new lines, it simply means
not every cat is a show cat. Advantages to lowering your requirements: It will be easier
to register from other registries. Disadvantages – It will be easier to register from other
registries who may or may not have quality control. You run the risk of losing the unique
characteristics of your breed as you introduce higher quantities of outcross lines into the
breed.” Though the comments on the BC secretary list were not in regards to the Maine
Coon, they apply. Introducing the ticked tabby to our breed runs into the same concerns,
losing particular characteristics or introducing others…what else may be in the new
lines and where will we draw a line if what “pops up” is used and we find ourselves here
again trying to get it accepted instead of breeding it out. The pointed gene comes to
mind.

The constant reference that the ticked and spotted tabby is a naturally occurring pattern
in the Maine Coon Cat and that by looking at any rescue shelter is some point to be
made also confuses me. The CFA Maine Coon Cat is a pedigreed cat within an
established breed that has been worked with for years. It has a written standard to
describe the characteristics it is required to exhibit or not exhibit. It is not the barn cat
on the farm anymore. It is my position that a breeding program should follow the
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standard for the cat they have chosen to produce. I acknowledge there is new research
but, there is still much to be learned. I also realize times change but, I do not support
changes to our standard to accept ticked and spotted tabbies at this time.

Respectfully,
Alexis Mitchell, MCBC Secretary

Mitchell: Thank you. Eigenhauser: I am actually embarrassed by my breed. Normally, Maine
Coon people are some of the nicest, most cooperative breeders you are going to run into. There’s hardly
ever turf wars, there’s hardly ever internal politics, and I’ve been deleting and deleting and deleting
messages on our breed list for a while now because this has become such a political mess. It’s really
disappointing to me that our breed can’t get along better than that and present themselves better. Having
said that, I’m not convinced that the breed council wants this. What I am convinced is, there’s a faction
of the breed council that doesn’t like our current breed secretary. That much is clear and my suggestion
to you [Mitchell] is, no good deed ever goes unpunished. In trying to appease them, you only made them
madder. I’m concerned that once you open up registration for something and it gets in the gene pool, it’s
there forever. If the breed council comes back to its senses next week or next month or next year, once
the genes are in there, they are in there. If this is really that important, if this is really the intention of the
majority of the breed council, they will be back again next year with this, and the year after that, but if
this isn’t what they really want, once it gets in the gene pool we can’t get it back out. Once you put salt in
a glass of water, you can’t take it back out. So, my suggestion with this is – and this isn’t on the ballot but
it’s not a standard change so I can say this – I would like to see these cats registered in the CATS
database so they are genetically separate from the Maine Coon breed council. Let’s see if there really are
cats that need to be registered in these patterns. Let’s see if there really is an interest or if this is just a –
and I have to say it – pissing contest between those out of power against those that are in power at the
moment. That’s something that we can do that is forward going, it gives us information, it establishes the
credibility of the faction that wants this, if they want to do it, and it gives us something that’s reversible if
this is just an aberration. So that is my proposed solution to this problem. If there are so many ticked, if
there are so many spotted, let them register them in the CATS database, and if there really is that kind of
interest for CFA, then we can sit down and talk about whether there’s enough interest to do however
many pages of standard changes this is, but I really think a cooling off period is the way to go with this. I
don’t want to just say no outright to the people that voted yes on this, either. That’s why I think giving
them a place to register their cat and if they really mean it and the come back next year with it, maybe I’ll
believe they mean it. Right now, I see a lot of people I know don’t work with ticked or spotted that are all
over this, mostly because of the political side they’re on and not because of anything to do with the cats.
“Act in haste, repent at leisure”. As a board, we have the responsibility to be a moderating influence
within the breeds, and I think the way to go with this is to give them something forward going, but not
put something into the gene pool that we will never be able to take back out again.

Cats Ancestral Tracking Service(CATS)

The Cat Fanciers’ Association, Inc. (CFA) has instituted a program which allows cats
that do not meet CFA's requirements for standard registration to be recorded with CFA
for the purpose of establishing a line of breeding. This system is suitable for cats of new
breeds and for cats of CFA’s recognized breeds when it is not possible to meet the usual
requirements for registration, i.e. submission of a certified pedigree from another
association.

CFA is offering this new service, called Cats Ancestral Tracking Service (CATS), as a
supplement to our regular breed registry. Participation in CATS is intended to provide
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an accurate recording of a cat’s ancestry and that cat’s future generations. The intention
is to build a pedigree history for the cat and its offspring. The desired end result would
be to have recorded a sufficient number of generations (that conform to the usual
requirements for the breed) to allow for the possible acceptance of the line into CFA’s
standard registration files.

A cat recorded under this system will not be issued the standard CFA certificate of
registration, is not guaranteed acceptance or breed recognition into CFA's usual
registry, and is not eligible for showing in CFA. For this line to cross over from CATS to
our standard registration database, all future generations would be required to meet the
usual CFA registration requirements.

Cats may be listed in the CATS database, which will be completely separate from our
regular system, under the following possible circumstances. Other situations will be
considered on an individual basis.

• Recognized breeds with insufficient number of generations of ancestry to be included in the
CFA registry, such as Siamese or Abyssinians with fewer than 8 generations of known and
registered background.

• Recognized breeds with NO ancestral history, such as cats in or from a country with a
developing cat fancy, which has no registration association in which to record a cat's history
and therefore cannot supply the required certified pedigrees necessary for standard
registration.

• Recognized breeds from organizations currently not recognized by CFA for cross-
registration purposes (ICE, ACE, UFO, etc.).

• Breeds recognized for registration by other associations, but not by CFA, such as Australian
Mist, Burmillas, etc.

• Cats whose breed is not currently accepted for registration in CFA or any other association.

• Cats that would not be eligible for registration with CFA due to breeds and/or colors found
in the background and which are not accepted by CFA as allowable outcrosses.

Please read CFA’s Policy on the Breeding of Domestic and Non-Domestic Cats

PLEASE NOTE: The CATS system was not established for the recording of pets or for
those cats which have been altered. CATS was created to be used by breeders who wish
to perpetuate a particular line of breeding by recording each generation for eventual
acceptance of future offspring for both breeding and showing purposes. It is meant for
those who are willing to take the necessary steps over what could be a number of
generations in order to record the existence of a particular line of cats. Recording of a
cat using this plan would have no practical advantage for the non-breeding pet owner.

Meeker: My concern with this, George, is as a voting member of the board on these issues, what
I have to go on is a breed council vote by legitimate members of a breed council, and if a resolution
passes by greater than 60%, in most cases the board has agreed to support that. What if this was a breed
that didn’t happen to have two breeders sitting on the board? There would be no one speaking for the
political problems or the unrest or the breed council stuffing that apparently is being suggested. All of
these things have happened to probably every breed council on the planet. As a member of the board, I
feel like I have to function from what’s being given to me to vote on. I certainly love your proposal, but I
don’t know that we have that option. Eigenhauser: We do.



120

Hamza: There’s some disturbing things here. It’s a bad situation this board is in. We obviously
have a – there are some issues here. We have all received dozens of emails and there’s something going
on just below the surface in this breed. What’s really unfair is that you put this body in a bad position.
We have before us propositions that have passed, but it’s obviously not 100% clean.

Calhoun: To the point made about the fact that this passed by 60% and if there weren’t people
that had insight to what’s going on in the breed and in the breed council that are sitting here, that that
point of view would not be brought up, is fair. But, we are sitting here, and that’s why we are out and
that’s part of our job, not only as members of the breed but as ambassadors of CFA to take back
information. We speak to a lot of things, so we benefit from having people that are in the breed sitting
here. As a Maine Coon breeder, I will tell you I voted no. I don’t think that this is a good thing for the
breed and I don’t think it is appropriate for us to change the standard to fit a small group of cats. I think
that our intent as breeders is to breed the perfect cat, which we will never achieve, but that’s what our
standard is supposed to drive us to do. As a board member, and particularly after yesterday when we
talked about bullying, I have seen the letters that have come in, I have heard the comments, and the
political spin and the atmosphere that’s going on now within this breed is horrible. This is probably the
worst I have ever seen, and it could be that I’m closer to it, or that I didn’t see things before but I’m
closer to it and I’ve seen it, and it has been horrible. Once we go down this road, we can’t go back. We
know that. There is no sense of urgency here. This is not a breed that needs its gene pool expanded,
because it’s detrimental to this breed. We need to take a pause, take a step back and fully understand the
road we may be going down. This is a major breed, this is a corner that we are asked to turn that we can’t
go back. So, we had better be sure and we had better take everything into consideration. I hope
everything thinks long and hard about it.

Hamza: Roger, I have a question for you, since you work with Texas A&M on genetics. Is there
any way we can get an unbiased version of the truth? Brown: Yes, I think we can. Dr. Bill Murphy at
Texas A&M cut his teeth on color genetics. He’s done a lot of research in that area. Basically, ticked is
certainly dominant. Spotted is on a different locus and is caused by a modifier of the tabby gene. There
are a lot of modifiers. There may be modifiers that aren’t even known yet, so it’s a dominant
characteristic. Hamza: If you could just ask if there is something. What I would like to get is an unbiased
version of the truth and if there are any peculiarities to that breed. I don’t see why there would be, but it’s
a question worth asking.

Altschul: I think several members of the board were planning to speak to this, and we aren’t
breeders of Maine Coons. I have never bred a Maine Coon and probably never will breed Maine Coons,
but after the emails we received on this, there is no question that something was going on in the breed
council that was not pretty, and I think many of the members of the board are probably a little bit
concerned about that. You don’t want to pass a change that started as a fight, because the fight just keeps
going and going. You really want them to find a solution for it. I don’t think it’s about truth and facts,
because there’s so much about feline genetics we don’t know. It’s about the best thing for the breed and
where they want their breed to go. They are picking their fate here. I’ve really struggled on this one
because I see the majority of the breed council passed it, but there is a way to get salt out of a glass of
water – you boil all the water off, which that’s not what you want to do to a breed like the Maine Coon.
When it comes to the breed council members, we rely on judges when we talk about judge-related things,
who sit on the board. We rely on people who live in certain areas of the country when we’re talking
about that area of the country. Certainly, I think we should rely on members of the breed council,
particularly people who have been breeding for a very long time. They sit on the board, we go to them for
their expertise. We rely on Roger for his scientific knowledge. We rely on people for their knowledge, so
I don’t think we should be biased toward a Maine Coon breeder who sits on the board. We rely on them
and we rely on their integrity when they are going to submit evidence, not bring personal conflict here.
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Baugh: 17 years ago, the breed council voted to use this as a disqualify. They did not want the
ticked tabby in their breed. There are many breeds that have various colors out there that occur. They
voted to take this away from that standard. Every cat that we recognize has made a huge change from
what it was in the wild to what it is today. Every one of our breeds has done that. The Maine Coon
people have determined over many, many years and with the success that they have had, that the classic
tabby and mackerel are the two colors that we should be having. I think that this is wrong to try to change
it at this point, because it is far too major a change. As Kathy said, once we turn this corner, there’s no
going back. I think with George’s proposal, let’s get some numbers and go forward from there if it’s
justified, but I think to pass this today would be a disservice to the breed.

Hamza: Before we get to George’s proposal, we have to vote through these one way or another
and then we can explore alternative issues. Eigenhauser: And Rachel has had her hand up, too. Hamza:
Sometimes I can’t see you because you’re right there. Eigenhauser: I want to respond to Ginger. Not
every breed has the good fortune or bad fortune – depending on how you look at it – to have a loudmouth
like me speaking for them on the board, but we do have a breed council secretary who stood up here and
talked about how she was essentially run over to get this on the ballot. Two of the last three breed council
secretaries for this breed have written in to oppose it, and I would hope that even without me here, this
board could look through that and see what’s going on and make a good decision. Meeker: May I
respond, since that was directed to me? Hamza: Yeah, but I don’t want this to turn into a volley, but go
ahead. Meeker: George, I think you have a beautiful proposal for solving the problem, because as a
member of this board I got the same emails you did. I don’t have all of the history, and all of the history
was not laid out so cleanly in any of the emails that I received. Sitting here, I feel like, “damned if I do,
damned if I don’t.” Hamza: Well, these people put us in a bad position. Meeker: They put us in a bad
position. Hamza: They put the board where they think the board is going to settle a dispute, and I’m
going to urge this board not to. Meeker: Jerry, let me just say one more thing. As far as the quote “breed
council stuffing”, as a member of the board, when I see a number and a vote, I have to trust that those
rules and regulations, through breed council membership, through our Central Office, were upheld in
every case. If they weren’t, then you’re telling me I don’t have a system I can trust. Mostly, when I look
through breed council ballots, I go, “ah, 60% of that breed council wants this; there must be a valid
reason for it.” In this case, I think there’s been shifting on both sides. I’m really uncomfortable and I
would support George’s proposal.

Hamza: We’ve got to get through these first. You know, a very large part of me, my instincts tell
me that the board can send a message back to everybody by voting no on everything, letting them know
we don’t want any part of any of it. Hannon: Is there an option where we just don’t vote, and take it off
the table? Hamza: We can take this off the table. Anger: I still would like to speak. Hannon: I’m
asking. Do we have to? Hamza: No, we don’t have to. Anger: I have a couple of points, and forgive me
if some of it is repetitive. On last year’s ballot, there were 104 Maine Coon breed council members. This
year, I think there were 120. I’m trying to scroll through and find that information right now. Shelton:
122. I just looked it up. Anger: So, it’s less than 20 additional votes. I don’t know if that falls in the level
of stuffing, but to me there’s not that much difference. My second point is that our breed council
secretary description empowers all breed council secretaries to be the guardian of their breed. The breed
council secretary here spoke very passionately about how she has a great fear for this breed if we accept
these patterns, what this will do and how it may bring about some of those unintended consequences we
try so hard to avoid. Third, this breed has no allowable outcross. I have asked the question many times of
several different people that have submitted these letters to us, how can you prove to me that this didn’t
come from a disallowed outcross? Within our foundation cats, no one has proven to me that there were
any ticked tabbies. We know there were polydactyls and we have worked hard to breed that out, but this
is not something that I am comfortable with at this point, saying that this is a naturally occurring pattern
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that has always existed in our breed, as has been claimed. Certainly it may have been. Yes, it’s a pattern
that existed and still exists in the random cat population, and we have random cats that are the ancestors
of today’s current Maine Coons, but we are trying to breed towards perfection, not back to random cats.

Hamza: The more I sit here, the more I think about what Mark just said and the more I like it. I
would just like to kick this whole thing out and let them know we don’t want any part of their fight. If
they want to come to this board, this is a professional board. This is the CFA Board of Directors. We
come from all over the country on our own personal time and expense to behave as professionals, to
settle the business of CFA in a professional way. All I can tell you is, what we’ve gotten from the Maine
Coon people has been far from professional. When I would see the emails coming across my email, I
would get uncomfortable at times. I would ask myself, what is going on, because I know something is
going on. I don’t know exactly what. I don’t maybe have the insight that some of you people who are
breeding in this breed might, but we shouldn’t be subjected to this as a board. It’s beneath us, and I
would like a motion to send a message that this is beneath us, to just dump the whole Maine Coon
proposal. Anger: Can we do that? We should vote on them. Baugh: Ginger already made one. Meeker: I
made one. Calhoun: Second. Baugh: And Kathy seconded it.

Ganoe: The entire Maine Coon proposal is not about just ticked and spotted. Hamza: I know
that, but I don’t want to get into any of it. I want to send a message. Meeker: I don’t want to parse it. I
want to table. I want to send it back and let them re-do it and re-present it. Hamza: You know what? I
don’t want to be seen as taking any side in this, because I don’t know enough about the sides. This is the
board. Altschul: I can understand taking back the ones that passed, 1 through 8, but 9, 10, 11, 12, those
were not in contention. We received no emails about that. I think the breed council was pretty much all in
agreement there, and I think we can kick back part of it. Hamza: These are all the same people. Anger:
No, those are separate. Altschul: But it’s not. They had 70 people vote yes on those. Eigenhauser: Why
don’t we ask the breed council secretary if we should separate them like that. Mitchell: I think it would
be more fair. There’s much more support for the patched tabby issue than there was. It was the ticked and
spotted issue that really had everybody fighting each other and it was very close, but when it came to the
other things, you can see that the yes votes far outweigh the no votes. Hamza: I hesitate, because then
we’re coming down on a side. I know how this is breaking, folks, and I really would – you know, you’re
the board and this is Robert’s Rules. I would prefer we don’t. Hannon: What was the motion? To do
away with the whole ballot or just 1 through whatever? Meeker: I would amend my motion, to table 1
through 8, and ask for a board vote on, is it 9 through 12? Anger: Yes. Meeker: OK, that’s my motion.
Altschul: Second.

Hamza called the motion. Motion Carried. Calhoun and Ganoe voting no.

Hamza: Well, that just made it worse. Eigenhauser: I really do think I would like the
information anyway. I know we tossed this out as a block, but I still want to make the motion that we
open up the CATS registry to ticked and spotted Maine Coons. Maybe when people are calmer and they
have thought this through and they have information, maybe we will vote in favor of it, I don’t know. I
just want information, and that’s why I’m seeking the motion. Meeker: Second. Hamza: OK, that’s
reasonable enough. Eigenhauser: It’s not a standard change. Hamza: Do you want to make a motion?
Raymond: He did. Hamza: Is there a second? Meeker: I did.

Hamza called the motion. Motion Carried.

* * * * *
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Excerpt from the February 2014 Executive Board Meeting Minutes,
now having been taken off the table and voted on as follows,
discussion being current from October 2014 board meeting:

Part I – Maine Coon Cat Rules of Registration Changes

1. PROPOSED: Change the CFA Maine Coon Cat Rules of Registration to REMOVE the
Ticked Tabby from the “Do Not Accept for Registration” list for the Maine Coon Cat.

Current:

DO NOT ACCEPT (cat to be registered or cats in background):
Shorthair Ticked tabby Pointed Chocolate
Lilac Spotted tabby

Proposed:

DO NOT ACCEPT (cat to be registered or cats in background):
Shorthair Ticked tabby Pointed Chocolate
Lilac Spotted tabby

RATIONALE: Of paramount importance is that our pedigrees are reliable as a means of
seeing what patterns are truly in our cats’ backgrounds. Breeders choosing to use a Ticked
Tabby in their breeding program may use a generic “Tabby” or even Solid or Mackerel to get
their cats registered in order to continue showing progeny from those lines.

CFA’s Maine Coon Cat exhibitors currently are having difficulty registering breeding or
show cats that they have imported from breeders who work in other organizations due to
Ticked Tabbies being correctly registered elsewhere. If a Ticked Tabby appears within 5
generations of a cat’s pedigree, they cannot be registered in CFA.

The Ticked Tabby is a naturally occurring pattern in the Maine Coon Cat breed which is
acknowledged and accepted in most other feline registries around the world. As breeders and
exhibitors are being encouraged to “try CFA”, throughout the U.S., in Europe and other
countries, we are missing out on numerous opportunities for registrations and entries by
disallowing these patterns to be registered and/or shown. Currently we disallow even the
Classic, Mackerel and Solid Maine Coon Cats born of these lines to be registered or shown in
CFA, thereby losing all those cats to CFA as well.

Accepting these cats for registration will bring in registration money, ensure accuracy in
the pattern descriptions in our pedigrees and provide an extension of the gene pool
available to Maine Coon Cat breeders in CFA.
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REGISTRATION ISSUE (passes)
Votes: 84

50% of Voting: 42

YES: 54 NO: 30 ABSTAIN: 2

DelaBar: #1. Ganoe: Ticked tabby registration rights. DelaBar: I move that we accept
the breed council vote on #1, to register the ticked tabbies. Anger: Second. Hannon: Is there any
discussion on this one? Are we ready to vote?

Hannon called the motion. Motion Carried. Calhoun and Eigenhauser voting no.

2. PROPOSED: Change the Maine Coon Cat Rules of Registration to REMOVE the Spotted
Tabby from the “Do Not Accept for registration” list for the Maine Coon Cat.

Current:

DO NOT ACCEPT (cat to be registered or cats in background):
Shorthair Ticked tabby Pointed Chocolate
Lilac Spotted tabby

Proposed:

DO NOT ACCEPT (cat to be registered or cats in background):
Shorthair Ticked tabby Pointed Chocolate
Lilac Spotted tabby

RATIONALE: Of paramount importance is that our pedigrees are reliable as a means of
seeing what patterns are truly in our cats’ backgrounds. Breeders choosing to use a Spotted
Tabby in their breeding program may use a generic “Tabby” or even Solid or Mackerel to get
their cats registered in order to continue showing progeny from those lines.

CFA’s Maine Coon Cat exhibitors currently are having difficulty registering breeding or
show cats that they have imported from breeders who work in other organizations due to
Spotted Tabbies being correctly registered elsewhere. If a Spotted Tabby appears within 5
generations of a cat’s pedigree, they cannot be registered in CFA.

The Spotted Tabby is a naturally occurring pattern in the Maine Coon Cat breed which is
acknowledged and accepted in most other feline registries around the world. As breeders and
exhibitors are being encouraged to “try CFA”, throughout the U.S., in Europe and other
countries, we are missing out on numerous opportunities for registrations and entries by
disallowing this pattern to be registered and/or shown. Currently we disallow even the
Classic, Mackerel and Solid Maine Coon Cats born of these lines to be registered or shown in
CFA, thereby losing all those cats to CFA as well.



125

Accepting these cats for registration will bring in registration money, ensure accuracy in
the pattern descriptions in our pedigrees and provide an extension of the gene pool
available to Maine Coon Cat breeders in CFA.

REGISTRATION ISSUE (passes)
Votes: 83

50% of Voting: 42

YES: 47 NO: 36 ABSTAIN: 3

Ganoe: #2 was spotted tabby registration rights. Hannon: Is there a motion? DelaBar:
So moved. Meeker: Second. Hannon: Any discussion?

Hannon called the motion. Motion Carried. Wilson, Eigenhauser and Calhoun voting
no.

Part II - Maine Coon Cat Standard Changes

IF ITEM #1 SHOULD PASS

3. PROPOSED: ADD the following Ticked Tabby pattern description to the MAINE COON
CAT COLORS, Tabby Patterns section of the Maine Coon Cat standard. No pattern
description for Ticked Tabby exists in the standard.

Current:

CLASSIC TABBY PATTERN: …

MACKEREL TABBY PATTERN: …

PATCHED TABBY PATTERN: …

Brown Tabby Color Class

BROWN TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

Brown Patched Tabby Color Class

BROWN PATCHED TABBY: ….

Silver Tabby Color Class

SILVER TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

Silver Patched Tabby Color Class

SILVER PATCHED TABBY (classic, mackerel): …
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Red Tabby Color Class

RED TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

All Other Tabby Colors Color Class

BLUE-SILVER TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

BLUE TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

CREAM TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

CREAM-SILVER TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

CAMEO TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

Brown Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

BROWN TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel): …

Brown Patched Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

BROWN PATCHED TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel): …

Silver Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

SILVER TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel): …

Silver Patched Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

SILVER PATCHED TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel): …

Red Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

RED TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel): …

All Other Tabby & White Colors Color Class (including Vans)

TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel): …

…

Proposed:

CLASSIC TABBY PATTERN: …

MACKEREL TABBY PATTERN: …

PATCHED TABBY PATTERN: …
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TICKED TABBY PATTERN: shows pronounced ticking on body and when viewed from
above will show darkening at the dorsal crest but will otherwise be free from pattern or any
noticeable spots, stripes or blotches. Body hairs will be ticked with various shades of marking
color and ground color. The cat will show full tabby markings on face and legs and the lighter
underside may also show tabby markings.

Brown Tabby Color Class

BROWN TABBY (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

Brown Patched Tabby Color Class

BROWN PATCHED TABBY (classic, mackerel, ticked): ….

Silver Tabby Color Class

SILVER TABBY (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

Silver Patched Tabby Color Class

SILVER PATCHED TABBY (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

Red Tabby Color Class

RED TABBY (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

All Other Tabby Colors Color Class

BLUE-SILVER TABBY (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

BLUE TABBY (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

CREAM TABBY (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

CREAM-SILVER TABBY (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

CAMEO TABBY (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

Brown Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

BROWN TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

Brown Patched Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

BROWN PATCHED TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel, ticked): …
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Silver Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

SILVER TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

Silver Patched Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

SILVER PATCHED TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

Red Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

RED TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

All Other Tabby & White Colors Color Class (including Vans)

TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel, ticked): …

…

RATIONALE: When the Ticked Tabby pattern is accepted for registration, the standard will
require a clear description of the requirements of a ticked tabby pattern for cats to be
registered as such. This is consistent in the Maine Coon Cat standard with the other tabby
patterns currently accepted for registration.

STANDARD CHANGE (passes)
Votes: 84

60% of Voting: 51

YES: 52 NO: 32 ABSTAIN: 2

Ganoe: Ticked tabby pattern description was #3. DelaBar: So moved. Meeker: Second.
Hannon: Any discussion?

Hannon called the motion. Motion Carried. Wilson, Eigenhauser and Calhoun voting
no.

IF ITEMS #1 & 3 SHOULD PASS

4. PROPOSED: REMOVE the ticked tabby pattern from the Disqualify section of the Maine
Coon Cat Breed Standard.

Current:

DISQUALIFY: delicate bone structure. Undershot chin, i.e. the front teeth (incisors) of the
lower jaw overlapping or projecting beyond the front teeth of the upper jaw when the mouth
is closed. Crossed eyes. Kinked tail. Incorrect number of toes. White buttons, white lockets,
or white spots. Cats showing evidence of hybridization resulting in the colors chocolate,
lavender, the Himalayan pattern; or unpatterned agouti on the body (i.e. Abyssinian type
ticked tabby).
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Proposed:

DISQUALIFY: delicate bone structure. Undershot chin, i.e. the front teeth (incisors) of the
lower jaw overlapping or projecting beyond the front teeth of the upper jaw when the mouth
is closed. Crossed eyes. Kinked tail. Incorrect number of toes. White buttons, white lockets,
or white spots. Cats showing evidence of hybridization resulting in the colors chocolate,
lavender, or the Himalayan pattern; or unpatterned agouti on the body (i.e. Abyssinian type
ticked tabby).

RATIONALE: The Ticked Tabby is a naturally occurring pattern in the Maine Coon Cat
breed. Ticked Tabby Maine Coon Cats have been acknowledged and accepted in most other
feline registries around the world. As breeders and exhibitors are being encouraged to “try
CFA”, throughout the U.S., in Europe and other countries, we are missing out on numerous
opportunities for registrations and entries by not allowing the Ticked Tabby Maine Coon Cats
to be shown.

STANDARD CHANGE (passes)
Votes: 83

60% of Voting: 50

YES: 52 NO: 31 ABSTAIN: 3

Ganoe: Remove ticked tabby pattern from DQ section of Maine Coon Cat standard.
DelaBar: So moved. My voice got a little lower. Ganoe: I’ve got the report up. You’ve got the
ballot. Anger: Second. Hannon: Is there discussion?

Hannon called the motion. Motion Carried. Calhoun and Eigenhauser voting no.

Hannon: Annette gave up. Wilson: Well, no. If we voted to accept them, how can we
have disqualify in the standard? That doesn’t even make any sense.

IF ITEMS #1, 3, & 4 SHOULD PASS

5. PROPOSED: Add Ticked Tabby Maine Coon Cats to the Maine Coon Cat AOV class.

Current:

Other Maine Coon Cat Color Class

OMCC (Other Maine Coon Cat colors): …

The following information is for reference purposes only and
not an official part of the CFA Show Standard.

Maine Coon Color Class Numbers

…
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AOV.....................................................................1798 1799

Proposed:

Other Maine Coon Cat Color Class

OMCC (Other Maine Coon Cat colors): …

AOV Colors

TICKED TABBY (all accepted Maine Coon cat Tabby colors): A ticked tabby cat shows
pronounced ticking on body and when viewed from above will show darkening at the dorsal
crest but will otherwise be free from pattern or any noticeable spots, stripes or blotches. Body
hairs will be ticked with various shades of marking color and ground color. The Ticked
Tabby Maine Coon Cat will show full tabby markings on face and legs and lighter underside
may also show tabby markings.

TICKED TABBY & WHITE (all accepted Maine Coon cat Tabby colors): The colored
portions of the cat to conform to the currently established tabby color standards as defined for
ticked tabby with or without white on the face. Must have white on bib, belly, and all four
paws; includes all expressions of the white spotting gene from low-white to van patterns.
White on undersides may be broken by color. Excepting those exhibiting characteristics
specifically listed as a disqualifying feature.

The following information is for reference purposes only and
not an official part of the CFA Show Standard.

Maine Coon Color Class Numbers

…

AOV.....................................................................1798 1799
Ticked Tabby (all accepted Maine Coon Cat
Tabby colors); Ticked Tabby & White (all
accepted Maine Coon Cat Tabby colors)

RATIONALE: Another reason our pedigrees are becoming unreliable is due to the fact that
many CFA Maine Coon Cat breeders/exhibitors don’t understand or recognize this pattern
when it does show up. As the Ticked pattern often shows ghosting of classic or mackerel
pattern in kittens, breeders without an understanding of the Ticked pattern may see kittens as
“poor pattern” examples or unclear solids. Since the Ticked Tabby is not allowed, many
breeders have never had the opportunity to familiarize themselves with this pattern.
Therefore, no one can say how many kittens of this pattern have been born and placed as pets
or, if kept in a breeding program, misnamed on their pedigrees.
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By allowing this pattern to be shown in AOV, we would be more welcoming to Maine Coon
Cat breeders working with the Ticked Tabby pattern in other associations who may want to
“try CFA”. We would also enable CFA exhibitors who are interested in working with this
pattern to bring them out, and let judges and fellow exhibitors learn about them. AOV is not
eligible for championship status or ribbons of any kind, but it does allow the cats to be seen
and evaluated, and allowing Ticked Tabby Maine Coon Cats to be shown as AOV’s would be
educational for all concerned.

STANDARD CHANGE (passes)
Votes: 83

60% of Voting: 50

YES: 51 NO: 32 ABSTAIN: 3

Ganoe: Add ticked tabby to AOV, #5. DelaBar: So moved. Hannon: Second? Anger:
Second. DelaBar: This is possibly discussion. There’s discussion for that. Wilson: This is a
conflict. Hannon: OK, discussion. Hello? You thought there would be discussion. I don’t see
any. DelaBar: Didn’t you put up a matrix on this? Wilson: Yes. First they should be registered.
Then they should be AOV. Then they should be in championship, but we’ve already thrown out
the baby with the bath water here, haven’t we? Meeker: No. It’s naturally occurring. Why should
they go through a matrix? Ganoe: We’ve done registration and now we’re looking at doing
AOV. Wilson: Oh, I thought you voted on putting them in championship. DelaBar: No, no.
Hannon: Is there discussion now? Ganoe: This is strictly to add them to the AOV category.
Fellerman: But do we have to do that? Can we make a motion to go to championship? Ganoe:
We do. Anger: It’s a different proposal. Ganoe: We can, but there’s no motion to go to
championship. Fellerman: Gotcha. Hannon: My understanding is, what we’ve voted on so far is
that we will now register a ticked tabby, and if it produces an otherwise-acceptable championship
color – it produces a classic or a mackerel – then they can show the offspring. That’s all we’ve
approved so far. We’ve not said that those cats themselves can be shown, we’ve said that their
offspring are eligible to be shown, if it’s an acceptable championship color. Wilson: Why did we
add the ticked tabby pattern to the standard? Ganoe: Because they didn’t have a ticked tabby
description. Wilson: Right, but we haven’t voted yet on showing them, one way or another. It’s
backwards. DelaBar: That’s what we’re going to do now. Hannon: Assumedly, we’re going to
vote to either show them as AOV or championship. Wilson: Right, and then I’m good with it,
but it makes me crazy. Hannon: In either case, they need to have a standard. The motion on the
floor is AOV, as opposed to championship. Pam in her orange shirt over there [referring to
Ganoe] moved that they would be AOV. Meeker: No, the ballot said AOV. Ganoe: The ballot
item that passed was AOV. Hannon: And that was your motion, right Pam? DelaBar: Yes.
Schreck: Can I have a clarification? The motion is to accept them as AOV? Ganoe: Correct.
Anger: Allowing ticked tabby Maine Coons to be shown as AOVs. Hannon: We’re just talking
ticked. We’re not talking spotted yet, right? Anger: Correct. That was #7 and it did not pass.
Hannon: Any further discussion? Seeing none, I will call for the motion. All those in favor of
the ticked being shown as AOV.

Hannon called the motion. Motion Carried.
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IF ITEM # 2 SHOULD PASS

6. PROPOSED: Add the following Spotted Tabby pattern description to the MAINE COON
CAT COLORS, Tabby Patterns section of the Maine Coon Cat standard. No pattern
description for Spotted Tabby exists in the current standard.

Current:

CLASSIC TABBY PATTERN: …

MACKEREL TABBY PATTERN: …

PATCHED TABBY PATTERN: …

Brown Tabby Color Class

BROWN TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

Brown Patched Tabby Color Class

BROWN PATCHED TABBY: ….

Silver Tabby Color Class

SILVER TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

Silver Patched Tabby Color Class

SILVER PATCHED TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

Red Tabby Color Class

RED TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

All Other Tabby Colors Color Class

BLUE-SILVER TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

BLUE TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

CREAM TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

CREAM-SILVER TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

CAMEO TABBY (classic, mackerel): …

Brown Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

BROWN TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel): …
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Brown Patched Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

BROWN PATCHED TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel): …

Silver Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

SILVER TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel): …

Silver Patched Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

SILVER PATCHED TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel): …

Red Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

RED TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel): …

All Other Tabby & White Colors Color Class (including Vans)

TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel): …

…

Proposed:

CLASSIC TABBY PATTERN: …

MACKEREL TABBY PATTERN: …

PATCHED TABBY PATTERN: …

SPOTTED TABBY PATTERN: markings on the body to be spotted. May vary in size and
shape with preference given to round, evenly distributed spots. Spots should not run together
in a broken mackerel pattern. A dorsal stripe runs the length of the body to the tip of the tail.
The stripe is ideally composed of spots. The markings on the face and forehead shall be
typically tabby markings. Underside of the body to have “vest buttons.” Legs and tail are
barred.

Brown Tabby Color Class

BROWN TABBY (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

Brown Patched Tabby Color Class

BROWN PATCHED TABBY (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

Silver Tabby Color Class

SILVER TABBY (classic, mackerel, spotted): …
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Silver Patched Tabby Color Class

SILVER PATCHED TABBY (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

Red Tabby Color Class

RED TABBY (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

All Other Tabby Colors Color Class

BLUE-SILVER TABBY (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

BLUE TABBY (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

CREAM TABBY (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

CREAM-SILVER TABBY (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

CAMEO TABBY (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

Brown Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

BROWN TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

Brown Patched Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

BROWN PATCHED TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

Silver Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

SILVER TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

Silver Patched Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

SILVER PATCHED TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

Red Tabby & White Color Class (including Vans)

RED TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

All Other Tabby & White Colors Color Class (including Vans)

TABBY & WHITE (classic, mackerel, spotted): …

…

RATIONALE: When the Spotted Tabby pattern is accepted for registration, the standard
will require a clear description of the requirements of a spotted tabby pattern for cats to be
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registered as such. This is consistent in the Maine Coon Cat standard with the other tabby
patterns currently accepted for registration.

STANDARD CHANGE (fails)
Votes: 83

60% of Voting: 50

YES: 45 NO: 38 ABSTAIN: 3

DelaBar: I do have a question here. Under #6, it says 60% of voting is 50. For item #6,
there appears to be 51 votes, no 32 for the spotted tabby . It says, if 2 should pass, then #7.
Eigenhauser: I’m looking at #6 and it got 45 votes. DelaBar: Oh, I see. They put it at the
bottom. We used to put it at the top. Never mind. Anger: And 3 abstains, which we don’t count
in the percentage.

IF ITEMS #2 & 6 SHOULD PASS

7. PROPOSED: Add Spotted Tabby Maine Coon Cats to the Maine Coon Cat AOV class.

Current:

Other Maine Coon Cat Color Class

OMCC (Other Maine Coon Cat colors): …

The following information is for reference purposes only and
not an official part of the CFA Show Standard.

Maine Coon Color Class Numbers

…

AOV.....................................................................1798 1799

Proposed:

Other Maine Coon Cat Color Class

OMCC (Other Maine Coon Cat colors): …

AOV Colors

SPOTTED TABBY (all accepted Maine Coon Cat tabby colors): markings on the body to be
spotted. May vary in size and shape with preference given to round, evenly distributed spots.
Spots should not run together in a broken mackerel pattern. A dorsal stripe runs the length of
the body to the tip of the tail. The stripe is ideally composed of spots. The markings on the
face and forehead shall be typically tabby markings. Underside of the body to have “vest
buttons.” Legs and tail are barred.
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SPOTTED TABBY WITH WHITE (all accepted Maine Coon Cat tabby colors): the
colored portions of the cat to conform to the currently established tabby color standards as
defined for spotted tabby with or without white on the face. Must have white on bib, belly,
and all four paws; includes all expressions of the white spotting gene from low-white to van
patterns. White on undersides may be broken by color. Excepting those cats exhibiting
characteristics specifically listed as a disqualifying feature.

The following information is for reference purposes only and
not an official part of the CFA Show Standard.

Maine Coon Color Class Numbers

…

AOV.....................................................................1798 1799
Spotted Tabby (all accepted Maine Coon Cat
Tabby colors); Spotted Tabby & White (all
accepted Maine Coon Cat Tabby colors)

RATIONALE: Another reason our pedigrees are becoming unreliable is due to the fact that
many CFA Maine Coon Cat breeders/exhibitors don’t understand or recognize this pattern
when it does show up. If you don’t know what a Spotted Tabby Maine Coon Cat is supposed
to look like, how do you know whether you have a broken Mackerel, a broken Classic pattern
or a Spotted Tabby? Since the Spotted Tabby is not allowed, many breeders have never had
the opportunity to familiarize themselves with this pattern. Therefore, no one can say how
many kittens of this pattern have been born and placed as pets or, if kept in a breeding
program, misnamed on their pedigrees. While it’s been said that the Spotted Tabby is a rare
occurrence, it may well be that there are plenty of them born to breeders who don’t recognize
them because they’ve had no exposure to them.

By allowing this pattern to be shown in AOV, we would be more welcoming to Maine Coon
Cat breeders working with the Spotted Tabby pattern in other associations who may want to
“try CFA”. We would also enable CFA exhibitors who are interested in working with this
pattern to bring them out and let judges and fellow exhibitors learn about them. AOV is not
eligible for CH status or ribbons of any kind, but it does allow the cats to be seen and
evaluated, and allowing Spotted Tabbies to be shown as AOV’s would be educational for all
concerned.

STANDARD CHANGE (fails)
Votes: 83

60% of Voting: 50

YES: 43 NO: 40 ABSTAIN: 3

No Action.
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IF ANY OF THE ABOVE PASSES (1-7)

8. PROPOSAL: Change the OMCC color class description as follows:

Current:

Other Maine Coon Cat Color Class

OMCC (Other Maine Coon Cat colors): any other color with the exception of those
showing hybridization resulting in the colors chocolate, lavender or pointed patterned cats,
the Himalayan pattern; the unpatterned agouti on the body (i.e. Abyssinian type ticked tabby)
or these combinations with white.

Proposed:

Other Maine Coon Cat Color Class

OMCC (Other Maine Coon Cat colors): any other color with the exception of those
showing hybridization resulting in the colors chocolate, lavender or pointed patterned cats,
the Himalayan pattern; the unpatterned agouti on the body (i.e. Abyssinian type ticked tabby)
or these combinations with white. Cats listed as AOV are to be registered and shown under
AOV color class.

RATIONALE: With the proposed changes allowing the Ticked and/or Spotted tabbies in the
Maine Coon Cat AOV class, changes need to be made to the catch-all definition for the Other
Maine Coon Cat Color Class so that the AOV colors/patterns are unambiguously in the AOV
class. The specific changes are to remove the reference to unpatterned agouti and explicitly
state that colors/patterns that are defined to be in the AOV class will not be included in the
Other Maine Coon Cat Colors Class.

STANDARD CHANGE (passes)
Votes: 84

60% of Voting: 51

YES: 52 NO: 32 ABSTAIN: 2

Hannon: Pam, your next motion? DelaBar: I’m looking down here to see the next one
that passed. Anger: Not 6, not 7. We’re on #8. Hannon: Shouldn’t the next logical thing be
spotted being shown as AOV? Anger: It didn’t pass. Eigenhauser: That’s not what they voted
for. Ganoe: But it didn’t pass. Hannon: So, we’re going to register them, but they can’t show
them? Ganoe: Correct. Eigenhauser: And they are not in AOV. That’s what we mean about the
ballot was mucked up. Ganoe: Well, they will have to come back if they want to get them into
AOV. DelaBar: We can ask that be put on the ballot. Hannon: What else? DelaBar: Change the
OMCC color class description as follows: [reads]. Hannon: Do we understand that? DelaBar:
That is the new one. Ganoe: They used to have ticked tabby pattern in there, as well, as part of
the hybridization. Meeker: How about spotted? DelaBar: No. Spotted was never listed. Ganoe:
It was never in there. Meeker: I’ll second.
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Hannon called the motion. Motion Carried. Eigenhauser voting no.

* * * This concludes the tabled items.
The remaining 2013 ballot items were dealt with in February 2014. * * *

Ganoe: I do not believe there were any other items on the Maine Coon ballot that we
need to address. Raymond: #9 has a circle on it. Anger: We already took care of that in
February. DelaBar: #9 was passed, on the patched, yeah. Hannon: Anybody want to make a
motion to direct the breed council to poll this year on spotteds as AOVs? So, right now we have
allowed them to be registered. We have not allowed them to be AOVs. DelaBar: So moved.
Eigenhauser: My suggestion is, the new incoming breed council secretary will deal with this.
Let the breed council deal with a breed council issue. Nobody in the breed council has asked that
be placed on the ballot, so I’m not understanding why we need to consider it. DelaBar: Yes, they
did. Eigenhauser: They voted it down last year when it was on the ballot. Wilson: They didn’t
put it on the ballot last year. Eigenhauser: No, they did put it on the ballot last year and voted it
down. Wilson: OK, so let them just do what their normal thing would be. They can figure it out.
Ganoe: Right, I agree. Schreck: I was led to believe that the current breed council secretary
refused to put anything on the ballot. Hannon: We’re talking about last year. Eigenhauser: It
was on last year and it failed. Fellerman: It’s still the current breed council secretary until it is
voted on in December. Schreck: I understand that, but I don’t know what some people on the
breed council may have requested on the ballot this year, because I understand the breed council
secretary refused to put anything on the ballot, so maybe somebody asked to have the spotted put
on the ballot and she refused. Eigenhauser: I’m not sure we should vote on maybe. Wilson: It’s
up to the breed council secretary. Having breed council members come and say, “oh, wah, we
want this on the ballot,” when we direct people to put something on the ballot, it’s when there’s a
conflict with another ballot that affects it. Otherwise, we would have chaos.

Hannon: Anything else, Annette, for Breeds and Standards? Wilson: That’s all we had.

* * * * *

[from after Ambassador Report] Wilson: Mark, can we go back to Breeds and Standards?
Hannon: I’m sorry. You had to say something. I forgot about that, yeah. Wilson: What we didn’t
do on the Maine Coons was vote on an effective date. If it had been passed in February, it would
have been effective May 1st. Since we passed it now – DelaBar: Registration issues, though – on
registrations, shouldn’t that take place immediately and then the show stuff on 1 May 2015.
Wilson: That’s what I would like to see. Eigenhauser: I’m on the same page as Pam. However
long it would take Central Office to gear up to do the registrations, that’s how long they have. I
would like to ask Central Office how long it will take to set up? Ganoe: It’s going to be a new
color class – not another color class, but another color number in the Maine Coon. Wilson: One
for spotted and one for ticked. Ganoe: Two, actually. Dobbins: How long to get it into the
system? Ganoe: It would probably take us a week or two. Dobbins: Could we have 3 weeks?
Meeker: November 1st. Hannon: Would you be happy with a November 1st effective date for
registering the cats? Meeker: I have a question on those cats that took the time and spent the
money to register in the CATS system, can we offer them a reduced rate to get registered in the
regular system? Hannon: Do you want to answer that? Wilson: I would recommend that we just
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charge them the incremental difference. Eigenhauser: I’m going to move we make the
registrations effective November 1 of this year. Meeker: I’ll second. Hannon: Is a part of that
motion the fee? Eigenhauser: That we will charge the incremental difference if they already
registered the cat. Meeker: There was another part of that – something else May 1st. Anger: May
1st for AOV showing. Hannon: This is just for registration. Is there any discussion on this?
We’re only talking about the registration aspect, not the AOV aspect.

Hannon called the motion. Motion Carried.

Hannon: Now, do you want to deal with the AOVs? DelaBar: That they are effective 1
May 2015. Kallmeyer: Next show season. Hannon: 2015, the new show season. Is there a
second? Meeker: Second. Hannon: Is there discussion? Eigenhauser: I think that would be
what would happen even if we didn’t make the motion, so we might as well just do it to be sure.
Hannon: Any other discussion?

Hannon called the motion. Motion Carried.


